Making high school education free

In Japan, about 99% of junior high school students go to high schools. Attending public high school
costs about 500,000 yen a year. Private high schools cost about twice as much. About 35% of students
go to private high schools.

From this April, Japan will cover public high school tuition for all the students, no matter how much
money their families make. From the 2026 school year, financial aid for private high school students will
start, too.

This policy aims to give all the students equal education. However, there are some problems.

First, public high schools may become less popular. In Osaka and Tokyo, where high school tuition
became free earlier, half of the public schools now have fewer students than before.

One reason is that private schools give more unique education. They have better buildings, smaller
classes, and more courses to choose from.

Another problem is that this policy may create bigger differences between rich and poor students.
Rich families may use the money they save to pay for cram schools or other lessons, but not all the families

can do that.
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Q1 What percentage of junior high school students in Japan go to high schools?

Q2 How much does attending a public high school cost per year? *peryear: —FIIDF

Q3 How much does a private high school cost compared to a public high school?

Q4 What percentage of students attend private high schools in Japan?
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Q7 What is one problem that this policy may cause?

Q8 What happened in Osaka and Tokyo after high school tuition became free?

Q9 What advantages do private high schools have over public schools? * advantage: KT

Q10 How might this policy increase the gap between rich and poor students?



|E| Japan spends 4.0% of its GDP on education, which is less than the OECD average of 4.9%. The
government wants to reduce the cost of education to help families and stop the birth rate from going down.
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Q11 How much does Japan spend on education as a percentage of its GDP?
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Q13 What are two reasons the government wants to reduce the cost of education?
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Hi! How are you?

How are you? I read about Japan’s new policy to make public high school free for all students.
That sounds really interesting!
In the U.S., about 90% of students go to public high schools, and about 10% go to private schools.

Public schools are free, but private schools are very expensive here.

By the way, do you want to go to a public high school or a private high school?
Please tell me!

Take care, Your friend, Sam

Hi, Sam! Thank you for your e-mail.

Best wishes,

Q13 [Essay Writing]

Do you agree with a plan to make high school tuition free?



SHODOIE - Bh#iEE can (TX %) , may (22d LavZz\r)

K RO % 3EFTOFAT, BELEL X I,
1. Students can go to public high school for free from this April.
2. Families can save money.

3. Public high schools may become less popular.
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Fill in the blanks.
1. EfEZbiIco 4 A» o, BRTRAZEBICITS I EBTEET,
Students ( ) ) to public high school for free from this April.

2. BUfoEMIE, P FAEESE 20T 500 L EEA,

The government’s support ( ) ) slow down the declining birth rate.

3. WEAFREIL. B8Rl enTcx T,

Rich families ( ) ) the saved money for cram school,

4. LHrL. BCORENR, ZNRTELZLE0I DI TEHY THA,
But not all the families ( ) ) that.

5. ZOBERIZWL D0 OKRELZM T2 enTEET,
This policy ( )¢ ) some families,

6. L2L. ZNEHLVWEEZED2»D LILEHA,
But it ( ) ( ) new problems.
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[ because of / may / this education policy / families / money / save / many /. ]

2) FAEAEIE. RILERE Y SN A BE 2S5 2 L8 TE S,

[ more unique / public schools / private schools / than / give / education /can /. |
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